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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

In 1991, on a small, isolated island off the coast of Newfoundland, a 12-year-old boy struggles to 
come to terms with the death of his father.  It’s been two years since Pierce’s dad, a fisherman, 
disappeared at sea, his body never found.  Pierce has since developed a fear of the ocean, 
which is problematic since he’s surrounded by it.  Island life is quiet and hard, but it gets even 
harder the day a young teen, Anna, goes missing. Pierce knows Anna well. They shared an 
unusual but special bond. Helped along by his best friends, Pierce sets out to find Anna. The kids 
soon cross paths with a mysterious islander named Solomon, a hermetic fisherman who may 
just know something about the missing teen. Their search brings them into contact with unre-
lenting bullies, magnificent sea creatures, fierce storms and glacial giants. But most of all, it 
brings them closer to the adult world and to leaving their childhood behind. 

PERRY CHAFE is a Canadian television showrunner, writer, producer and songwriter. He is a co-
founder and partner in Take the Shot Productions. Perry was the co-creator, showrunner and 
head writer for the TV series Republic of Doyle, which ran for 6 seasons on the CBC.  He was also 
an executive producer and writer for the Netflix/Discovery series Frontier starring Jason Momoa.  
In addition, Perry was an executive producer and writer for Caught, a CBC limited series based on 
Lisa Moore’s award-winning novel of the same name. Perry is currently a writer and producer on 
the new original CBC series Son of a Critch, based on the best-selling memoir from Mark Critch.

A Boat in the Backyard 
Perry Chafe 
The Boat in the Backyard is about loss and healing, the fragility of childhood bonds and 
adapting to an ever-changing landscape that is itself on the brink of disappearing. 
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Publication: Spring 2023 (Simon 
& Schuster) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (NA): Simon & Schuster 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood & Carolyn Forde 
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com, carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

When Benny’s grandmother is hospitalized, Benny survives on his own until a social worker 
begins to uncover his lies at school. Not knowing who to turn to, he is taken in reluctantly by his 
strange neighbour. Soon, an unlikely and poignant bond is formed as Benny and Constantine 
live and train together.    Or does it? 
  
As this story progresses, its narrator, Yu, keeps interjecting from the present day, revealing 
glimmers of a real-life backstory that’s darker than the one he’s telling about Benny and Con-
stantine. Eventually, his world intersects with Benny’s, and Yu must confront the demon he’s 
spent his adult life trying to evade or risk his own life—and Benny’s. 

KEVIN CHONG is the author of six books of fiction and nonfiction, most recently the novel The 
Plague. Kevin has been a finalist for the CBC Creative Nonfiction Prize, the Dr. Tony Ryan Book 
Award, the Hubert Evans Prize for Best Original Non-Fiction, and received Honourable mentions 
from the National Magazine Award, Forward Magazine Book of the Year and the Amazon First 
Novel Award.

The Double Life of Benson Yu 
Kevin Chong 
With destabilizing narrative twists reminiscent of Susan Choi’s Trust Exercise and Charles Yu’s 
Interior Chinatown, THE DOUBLE LIFE OF BENSON YU is an original look at how narrative is 
used to survive abuse—and how abuse warps narrative. 

LITER
A

R
Y

 FIC
TIO

N
 

Publication: Spring 2023 (Atria) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (NA): Atria 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com 

Fifteen-year-old Gale is miserable in Whitehorse, that is clear to counsellor Helen Cotillard the 
moment Gale walks into Helen’s office, accompanied by her stepmother. It’s 1995, and one 
counselling agency for kids and families serves all of Yukon. Gale has been having anxiety 
attacks, caused, her stepmother says, by post-traumatic stress, and the last one sent her to 
hospital. Helen starts seeing Gale regularly, and Gale’s story and her distress at being separated 
from her little sister Buddie too closely parallels a calamity in Helen’s own life. In beautiful 
prose, Jill Frayne shows the reader both the difficult landscape of the north, and the damaged 
landscapes of two human hearts. 

JILL FRAYNE’s first book, the travel memoir Starting Out in the Afternoon: A Midlife Journey Into 
Wild Land (Random House Canada, 2002), was lauded by The Globe and Mail as having writing 
that was  “transcendental, ecstatic, as crisp and clear as Lake Superior in October”. It was a 
finalist for a Governor General’s Award. She has been published in The Walrus, Literary Review 
of Canada, Canadian Geographic, Up Here and Explore magazines, among others. Jill Frayne 
worked with kids and families in a counselling agency in northern Ontario for many years. She 
lives on a bush lot north of Parry Sound and spends winters in the wild mountains on the Yukon 
border.

Why I'm Here 
Jill Frayne 

The enthralling first novel from Governor General's Award shortlisted author Jill Frayne. 
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Publication: May 2022 (NeWest 
Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): NeWest Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

In dual first-person voices, Peters tells the story of Norma, born Mi'kmaw, but a rich, white 
family, disingenuously assumes she's been abandoned and steals her away.  Norma is haunted 
by strange dreams and burdened by an overprotective mother, who is prone to headaches 
whenever anyone questions her lies. Joe, Ruthie's brother, tells readers about Ruthie's sudden 
disappearance from the rock she loved to sit on beside the berry fields, and how, as a family, 
after that shocking event, they never could return to Maine. But Joe's mother never gave up 
hope. And a chance sighting of Ruthie years later leads to the unravelling of the truth. With Joe 
on his deathbed, he and Ruthie reunite in a stunningly emotional conclusion. 

AMANDA PETERS is a mixed race Mi’kmaw/Settler, who holds a certificate in creative writing 
from the University of Toronto and is currently pursuing a Masters of Arts degree in creative 
writing from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. She was for many years the CEO 
and then Director of Policy and Development for the Glooscap First Nation. She lives in the 
Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia.

The Berry Pickers 
Amanda Peters 

A heart-rending, literary debut novel, sold in a six-figure pre-empt. 
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Publication: Spring 2023 
(HarperCollins Canada) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): HarperCollins 
Film/TV Rights Available 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Penny, an artist, has lived in the same apartment for decades, surrounded by the artifacts and 
keepsakes of her long life. She is resigned to the mundane rituals of old age, until things start to 
slip. Before her long-time partner passed away years earlier, provisions were made, unbe-
knownst to her, for a room in a unique long-term care residence, where Penny finds herself 
after one too many “incidents.” Initially, surrounded by peers, conversing, eating, sleeping, 
looking out at the beautiful woods that surround the house, all is well. She even begins to paint 
again. But as the days start to blur together, Penny, with a growing sense of unrest and distrust, 
starts to lose her grip on the passage of time and on her place in the world. Is she succumbing 
to the subtly destructive effects of aging, or is she an unknowing participant in something more 
unsettling? At once compassionate and uncanny, told in spare, hypnotic prose, Iain Reid's genre
-defying third novel explores questions of conformity, art, productivity, relationships, and what, 
ultimately, it means to grow old. 

IAIN REID is the author of four previous books, including his New York Times-bestselling debut 
novel, I’m Thinking of Ending Things, which has been translated in more than twenty languages. 
Oscar-winner Charlie Kaufman wrote and directed the film adaptation for Netflix. His second 
novel, Foe, is being adapted for film, starring Saoirse Ronan, with Reid co-writing the screenplay. 
His latest novel is WE SPREAD. Reid lives in Ontario, Canada.

We Spread 
Iain Reid 
The author of the “evocative, spine-tingling, and razor-sharp” (Bustle) I’m Thinking of Ending 
Things that inspired the Netflix original movie and the “short, shocking psychological three-
hander” (The Guardian) Foe returns with a new work of philosophical suspense. 
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Publication: September 2022 
(Simon & Schuster) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (US): Scout Press 
English (Canada): Scribner 
English (UK Commonwealth ex: 
Canada): Scribner 
Italian: Rizzoli 
Romanian: Curtea Veche 
Spanish: Alianza Editorial  
Turkish: Teas 
Film/TV: Anonymous Content 

Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com 

Paisley receives the unhappy 40th birthday gift of eviction from her apartment. With nowhere 
to go, Paisley tries to regain possession of her homestead on Amherst Island, but her assigned 
lawyer is Garnet Mulligan, the community’s bully of yore and her childhood tormentor. Paisley 
is plunged into the memory of her youth, trying to control her small world with obsessive 
compulsive disorder. But counting to eight and checking the stove a dozen times a day have 
little effect on island bullies, dysfunctional families, extra-marital trysts, and a mentally ill 
mother who leaves the family home to the island’s feral cats. In other words, Paisley is a fighter 
who was never given a fighting chance. But now, risk is the only way forward. By facing Garnet 
and her past, she sees that her OCD can be managed, especially given a shot at a future, a roof 
over her head, and even unexpected love. A person can overcome her history, and she doesn’t 
have to believe everything her brain tells her. 

CLAIRE ROSS DUNN is a television and film writer from Toronto who has worked on such shows 
as Degrassi and Little Mosque on the Prairie. She is the author, with Elfi Schlegel, of The Gym-
nastics Book (Firefly Books) and she is co-writer of the play The Knitting Pilgrim, which has 
toured for over 50 shows and is readying for an international tour post-Covid. AT LAST COUNT is 
her first novel.

At Last Count 

Claire Ross Dunn 

The funny, sad and wise story of Paisley Ratchford, who overcomes her childhood struggles 
with OCD and finds a hopeful future in the arms of her reformed high school tormentor. 

LITER
A

R
Y

 FIC
TIO

N
 

Publication: June 2022 
(Invisible Publishing) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): Invisible 
Publishing 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Osman Shah is the son of a professor, but has been exiled from his own family after taking a job 
at AAP, a higher-education automating firm. He's confronted by his ethical failings when Olivia 
Robinson, an efficient and manipulative new hire from an evangelical background, begins to 
take control of the company. Robinson uses her ostentatious support for Osman's subject 
position to launch herself, and gradually subsumes the identities of other racialized employees 
in her rise. The constantly self-ironizing Osman struggles to find allies and a version of 
leadership he can accept without making himself ill as he tries to expose Olivia's political 
machinations.  

NABEN RUTHNUM lives in Toronto, and is the author of Curry: Eating, Reading, and Race. As 
Nathan Ripley, he is the author of two thrillers, Find You In the Dark and Your Life is Mine. He 
also writes for film and television.

A Hero of Our Time 

Naben Ruthnum 

A discomfiting examination of racial politics and identity, akin to Rumaan Alam's That Kind of 
Mother, combined with the wit and topicality of Ben Lerner's The Topeka School, A HERO OF 
OUR TIME is more than the novel we want, it’s the one we deserve. 
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Publication: January 2022 
(M&S, Random House Canada) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): M&S, 
Random House 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Evan Brown; Contact: evan@transatlanticagency.com 

Patrik Sampler's brilliantly surreal, sharply satirical novel depicts a world in which economic 
interests have overtaken human ones and daily distraction paves the way for imminent climate 
disaster. In THE OCEAN CONTAINER, an environmental activist accused of “economic terrorism” 
seeks refuge from the state, hiding out in a shipping container at a compound for vagrants and 
the unemployed. Among this new clandestine community, he meets a variety of social and 
political outcasts: dubious charity providers, dissidents-in-hiding, and a theatrical company that 
may be a front for prostitution. Gradually, he embraces the exile of his improvised home, until 
he begins to suspect he is being stalked by a man with two right eyes. Increasingly fearful of the 
outside, the “terrorist” isolates himself inside his container, until he finds the distinction be-
tween real and imagined is ultimately, irrevocably lost. 

PATRIK SAMPLER‘s climate change novel, THE OCEAN CONTAINER, was published in 2017 by 
Ninebark Press. His writing has appeared in a variety of publications, including The Guardian, 
The Millions, and The Scofield. Sampler has been a contributing editor for the surrealist journal 
Peculiar Mormyrid. He lives in British Columbia, Canada.

The Ocean Container 
Patrik Sampler 

A lyric and inventive ecological fiction, international translation rights to THE OCEAN 
CONTAINER have just become available! 
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Publication: June 2017 
(Ninebark Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): Ninebark Press 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Fans of Jesse Thistle’s extraordinary debut From the Ashes have already had the pleasure of 
reading his poetry, which is sprinkled throughout this bestselling memoir. In SCARS AND STARS, 
he digs deeper into the poetic form, which is especially close to his heart. Charting his own 
history, the stories of people from his past, the burning intensity of new and unexpected love, 
the complex legacies of family and community, and the beauty of parenthood, this collection is 
a profound mediation that expands his engagement with the ideas and experiences that have 
shaped his body of work thus far. Throughout the collection, prose pieces complement the 
poems, and to bring readers into Jesse’s life with greater intimacy than ever before. The result 
is an unforgettable furthering of his singular story, one that is sure to delight his many readers, 
but also serve as a perfect entry point for those new to the work of one of our most thrilling and 
honest writers. 

JESSE THISTLE is Métis-Cree, from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, and an assistant professor in 
Humanities at York University in Toronto. From the Ashes was the top-selling Canadian book in 
2020, the winner of the Kobo Emerging Writer Prize for Nonfiction, Indigenous Voices Award, 
and High Plains Book Award, and also a finalist for CBC Canada Reads. Jesse won a Governor 
General’s Academic Medal in 2016, and is a Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation Scholar and a 
Vanier Scholar. A frequent keynote speaker, he lives in Hamilton, Ontario, with his wife, Lucie, 
and is at work on multiple projects, including his next book.  

Scars and Stars 
Jesse Thistle 
A beautiful and moving collection of poems and stories from the author of the #1 bestselling 
memoir From the Ashes. 
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Publication: Fall 2022 
(McClelland & Stewart) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): McClelland & 
Stewart 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Carolyn Forde; Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

A young Asian woman, a drifter unable to channel her artistic talent or to imagine what “home” 
might look like, spends a mind-bending night of reckoning as she careens between flirtation and 
thievery, dream and memory. A reality TV star obsesses about the real stain that blemishes the 
set of her fake, made-for-TV life. A modern fairytale is told from the point of view of a fox 
having an argument with its enemy, hunger.  
 
The stories in Setting Fire to Water unfold outside the mainstream, where longing is a given, 
and acceptance is always in question. Using unconventional storylines and slippages in time and 
space, these stories explore the mystical possibilities inherent in contemporary life. 

PHOEBE TSANG is a Hong-Kong born Chinese, British, and Canadian poet, author, librettist, and 
playwright currently living in Toronto. Her writing is informed by lyricism and rhythmic sense, 
inherited from her background as a professional classical violinist. Phoebe is the author of a 
poetry collection, Contents of a Mermaid’s Purse (Tightrope, 2009). Phoebe’s short stories have 
appeared in many literary journals, and SETTING FIRE TO WATER is her debut collection. 

Setting Fire to Water 
Phoebe Tsang 
Shifting restlessly from dark to light and back again, written in lithe, precise prose, the stories 
in the stories in Phoebe Tsang’s debut collection illuminate the lives of those who exist inside 
otherness. 
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Publication: May 2022 
(Thistledown Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Thistledown 
Press 
Film/TV Rights Available   
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Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

From a youth detention centre, Phoenix gives birth to a baby she’ll never raise, and tries to 
forgive herself for the harm she’s caused. Her beloved sister, Cedar, goes to live with her 
estranged father, and grapples with the pain of being separated from Phoenix and their mother, 
Elsie. Struggling with addiction, Elsie is determined to turn her life around, hoping to be 
reunited with her daughters. She strives to be a dependable mother, unlike her own mother, 
Margaret, who has experienced crushing disappointments in her own life and simmers with 
rage always. THE STRANGERS will immerse readers in the dynamic world of this family: the 
shared pain of their past, and the light that beckons from the horizon. A searing exploration of 
race, class, inherited trauma, and the strength of matrilineal bonds. 

KATHERENA VERMETTE is a Métis writer from Treaty One Territory. Her first book, North End 
Love Songs, won the Governor General's Literary Award for Poetry. Her debut novel, The Break, 
won the Amazon First Novel Award, and was a finalist for a Governor General's Award and a 
Rogers Writers' Trust Award. Vermette's second book of poetry, river woman, and eighth 
children's picture book, The Girl and The Wolf, a best-seller, were published in 2019.

The Strangers 
Katherena Vermette 

Winner of the Atwood Gibson Writers' Trust Fiction Prize, from Katherena Vermette, author 
of the bestselling, multiple award-winning, and internationally published debut novel, The 
Break. 
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Publication: September 2021 
(Hamish Hamilton Canada) 
Material: Copies available 

English (Canada): Hamish 
Hamilton  
English (ANZ): University of 
Queensland Press 
Germany: btb/Luchterhand 
French (ex NA): Albin Michel 
Polish (World):  Wielka Litera 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

When Phoenix is released from custody, she knows that connecting to the people in her life 
before she went to prison is going to be difficult. She has little hope and expects her freedom to 
be complicated. Before the world closes in on her again, Phoenix yearns to be reunited with her 
younger sister, the intelligent, resourceful but painfully lonely Cedar Sage.   
 
Told in a narrative of multiple voices, THE CIRCLE revisits many of the characters from The 
Break: Lou, Cheryl, Phoenix, and Ziggy. The humanity of Vermette's characters illuminates them, 
enabling readers to see beyond the simple labels that society assigns to them. The riveting 
stories and complex characters of this novel will immerse readers in a world that highlights the 
resilience of Indigenous women, and the unwavering power of family love. 

KATHERENA VERMETTE is a Métis writer from Treaty One Territory. Her debut novel, The Break, 
won many awards and was a finalist for several more.  Katherena is also the author of the 
picture book series, The Seven Teachings Stories, and the graphic novel series, A Girl Called 
Echo. She also co-wrote and co-directed the short documentary, this river, which won the 2017 
Canadian Screen Award for Best Short Film.

The Circle 
Katherena Vermette 

The Characters Readers Loved in The Break Come Together Again 
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Publication: 2024 (Hamish 
Hamilton Canada) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Hamish 
Hamilton  
French (ex NA): Albin Michel 
Germany: btb/Luchterhand 
Film/TV Rights Available   
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Represented by: Carolyn Forde; Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

When engaged couple, Rowan and Seth, head to the isolated Adirondack Park for a research 
trip, they make a gruesome discovery at a disused “Great Camp” that is linked to a decades-long 
mystery connected to a local feminist activist from 1975, Eddie Callaway. Soon, Rowan uncovers 
in those woods what can no longer be concealed, both in her own life and in the missing wom-
an’s—the cost of ambition, the pull of autonomy, and that the truth won’t stay buried forever.  
  
This dual-timeline novel set in 1975 and 2023, showcases the tensions of ambition within a 
romantic relationship in Rowan's timeline, while the glow of Eddie Callaway's altruism and 
activism continue to shine decades after they are sparked.  

KARMA BROWN is the bestselling author of five novels: most recently the #1 bestseller Recipe 
for a Perfect Wife (which has been optioned for film and sold in 15 territories). She is also the 
author of the bestselling The 4% Fix: How one hour a day can change your life. A National 
Magazine Award–winning journalist, Karma has been published in Chatelaine, Canadian Living, 
SELF, Redbook, and Today's Parent.

What Wild Women Do 
Karma Brown 

From internationally bestselling author of Recipe for a Perfect Wife comes a dual-timeline 
novel set in 1975 and 2023, WHAT WILD WOMEN DO, which explores the tensions of 
ambition within a romantic relationship and the legacy women leave one another.  

B
O

O
K

 C
LU

B
 FIC

TIO
N

 

Publication: June 2023 (Penguin 
Canada & Dutton US ) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Penguin 
Canada 
English (US): Dutton US  
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

A chance encounter one Saturday night in a university residence sparks a friendship between 
two women that might turn out to be the most passionate and enduring relationship of both 
their lives. But their friendship is never straightforward, and over the decades that follow, Jess 
and Clara grow together and grow apart, and back again, their very different experiences of 
motherhood complicating their connection, along with their relationships with their spouses, 
and the demands of their professional lives. With a focus on female friendship as razor-sharp as 
Rumaan Alam’s Rich and Pretty, and a sweep recalling Meg Wolitzer’s The Female Persuasion, 
ASKING FOR A FRIEND is a novel about the compromises true friendship demands, and the 
difficulties of connection between people whose lives take on different trajectories. A smart, 
funny and heartbreaking take on women’s relationships by an author whose first novel, The 
Toronto Star declared, “heralds the arrival of a fantastic, fun new novelist on the Canadian 
scene.” 

KERRY CLARE is a National Magazine Award-nominated writer, author of Mitzi Bytes—which 
HELLO Canada called “an entertaining and insightful read”—and editor of The M Word: Conver-
sations About Motherhood. Most recently, her writing has appeared in The Walrus, Today’s 
Parent, and The New Quarterly. She edits the Canadian books website, 49thShelf.com, and 
writes about books and reading on her own popular blog, Pickle Me This.

Asking for a Friend 
Kerry Clare 

Every time Jess got pregnant, Clara would be the first to know… 
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Publication: Spring 2023 
(Doubleday Canada) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (NA): Doubleday 
Canada 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Léonicka Valcius; Contact: leonicka@transatlanticagency.com 

Khalil Sarda went through a rough patch last year, but now he's nearly back to his old self. Real 
men don't have depression and go to therapy--or, at least they don't admit it. He's ready to 
focus on his growing chain of  barbershops, take care of his beloved Detroit community, and get 
back to being the ladies' man his family and friends tease him for being. It'll be easy . . . until 
Vanessa throws him completely off his game. Vanessa Noble is too busy building a multimillion-
dollar tech career as a Black woman before age thirty to be distracted by a relationship. Not to 
mention, she's been burned before, still dealing with the lingering hurt of a past breakup. 
Besides, as her friends often remind her, she'll never find a man who checks all the boxes on her 
famous List. Yet when she desperately needs a shape-up and happens upon one of Khalil's 
barbershops, the Fade, he makes her reconsider everything. Vanessa may be willing to take a 
chance on Khalil, but a part of him is frustratingly closed off, just out of her reach. Have they 
both finally found a connection worth throwing away the playbook for? 

GIA DE CADENET is a business school professor, and former translator and editor for UNESCO. 
Her debut romance GETTING HIS GAME BACK explores the impact of mental health and race on 
the expectations we have of ourselves and on the way we love. The sequel, Not the Plan, is 
scheduled for 2023.

Getting His Game Back 
Gia de Cadenet 
“A thoroughly satisfying love story with a big, beating heart.”—Publishers Weekly (starred 
review). Featured on Goodreads Most Anticipated Romance, Buzzfeed Best Books of January, 
and Amazon Best of Romance Editor's Pick. 
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Publication: January 2022 
(Ballantine/Dell) 
Material: Copies available 

English (World): Ballantine/Dell 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Book lovers come to Gigi Rutherford’s bookstore in Ann Arbor, Michigan, when they’re looking 
for romance novels. But beyond her shop’s walls, Gigi’s out of stock when it comes to potential 
love interests. That’s all about to change, though, when Gigi’s best friends surprise her with a 
trip to England for her 30th birthday. And it’s not just any trip: the 10-day bus tour through the 
most picturesque towns in England is led by her favorite audiobook narrator, on whom she’s 
harboring a secret crush. When she misses the bus, she’s offered a seat on a different tour, and 
the promise she can join the original tour when they cross paths later in the trip. In the mean-
time, she’s stuck with a hodge-podge of travellers, and then there’s the disgruntled yet compli-
cated bus driver, Taj . . . Both laugh-out-loud funny and deeply emotional, GIGI LISTENING will 
remind you that life’s most memorable moments can be found in the most unexpected places, 
even when it seems like everything has gone wrong. 

CHANTEL GUERTIN is a Toronto-based beauty expert whose life story reflects elements of the 
Instamom story. She, too, lived a glamorous, well-documented social-media lifestyle before she 
fell for a single dad and her world turned upside down. A television personality with a growing, 
10,000-strong Instagram following, @chantelguertin, she is well known to audiences as a 
beauty expert on the Marilyn Denis Show, and a frequent guest of morning news shows.

Gigi Listening 
Chantel Guertin 
Chantel Guertin, author of the PopSugar Beach Reads Selection and BookBub Best Book of 
June’s Instamom returns with a novel about an impulsive trip that becomes a life-changing 
journey in this charming, witty new novel. 
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Publication: March 2023 
(Doubleday Canada & 
Kensington) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English, (Canada): Doubleday 
English (World ex Canada): 
Kensington 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Chelene Knight & Léonicka Valcius 
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com & leonicka@transatlanticagency.com 

Twelve years in America and Eziafa Okereke has nothing to show for it. Desperate to re-write 
his story, Eziafa returns to Nigeria and marries a woman he can mold to his taste. But eighteen-
year-old Zina has big dreams but an arranged marriage isn’t one of them. As she finds her way 
alone in a new country, Zina knows she is destined to be more than a bitter man’s wife. Buffet-
ed by a series of disillusions, the couple staggers through an abusive marriage until Zina decides 
to change the rules of engagement. This fast-moving narrative pulls the reader through mo-
ments of fear, betrayal, and eventually heartbreak. Yejide Kilanko is luminous in her construc-
tion of characters through the threading of unique yet rocky relationships and fragile familial 
ties. A GOOD NAME is simultaneously a story of a man’s turbulent self-discovery and the rise of 
a young woman's determination and self-love. 

YEJIDE KILANKO was born in Ibadan, Nigeria. She lives in Ontario, Canada, where she practices 
as a therapist in children’s mental health. Kilanko’s debut novel, Daughters Who Walk This Path, 
is a Canadian national bestseller. The novel was longlisted for the 2016 Nigeria Literature Prize. 
Kilanko’s work includes a novella, Chasing Butterflies (2015), and a children’s picture book, There 
Is An Elephant In My Wardrobe (2019). Kilanko’s short fiction is in the anthology, New Orleans 
Review 2017: The African Literary Hustle.

A Good Name 
Yejide Kilanko 

Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue meets The Girl with the Louding Voice by Abi Daré to a 
tragic end in Yejide Kilanko’s new upmarket novel. In A GOOD NAME, broken promises lead 
to a broken marriage and a broken spirit. 
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Publication: September 2021 
(Guernica Editions) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Guernica 
Editions 
English (West Africa): Narrative 
Landscape Press 
English (World Audio): Tantor 
Media 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Brenna English-Loeb; Contact: brenna@transatlanticagency.com 

The war has ended and all fashionable society on both sides of the Atlantic wants is to get back 
to normal. For war widow Lady Lucy Revelstoke that means taking a trip to New York City where 
she reconnects with her late husband’s friend, the dashing Lord Tony Anderson. Holiday over, 
they return home via steamship, but an anonymous hitman is found murdered in her stateroom 
on their first night at sea. Could it be the distractingly handsome ship’s purser, Graham West, 
the only one who knows the truth about Lucy’s girlhood as the child of the Canadian Mafia? Or 
the enigmatic import/export man Mr. Sloan, whom nobody knows at all? With the help of her 
eccentric maid Elf and the increasingly erratic attentions of Lord Tony, Lucy is determined to 
protect her hard-won good name and her son’s future at any cost. 

MELODIE CAMPBELL is the author of the Arthur Ellis and Derringer award-winning Goddaughter 
series and Rowena Through the Wall, an Amazon Top 100 Bestseller (all books), among others. 
Her work has appeared in Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine, Star Magazine, Flash Fiction 
Magazine, Canadian Living, the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail and many more. She is the 
former Executive Director of Crime Writers of Canada.

The Merry Widow Murders 
Melodie Campbell 

War widow Lady Lucy is headed home to England to reunite with her young son when an 
anonymous hitman is found murdered in her stateroom their first night at sea. Someone 
onboard wants to dig up the past, and Lucy has done a lot of work to keep hers buried. 
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Represented by: Carolyn Forde & Samantha Haywood 
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com & samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

After Brianna O’Brien takes her own life, Dr. David Spears blames himself. He’s convinced he 
missed crucial warning signs. When David suspects Brianna’s friend, Amka Obed—whom he’s 
also been treating virtually—is in crisis, he flies to her remote Arctic community of Utqiagvik, 
Alaska, only to discover that she has disappeared. David and the Utqiagvik social worker, Taylor 
Holmes,  launch an investigation.  David wonders if a new antidepressant he recently prescribed 
played a role, while Taylor suspects local criminals are involved. What begins as a missing 
persons inquiry and suspicion over a pharmaceutical cover-up quickly evolves into a terrifying 
journey of treachery and death—one that will horrify this isolated town and endanger many 
more lives. 

DANIEL KALLA is an ER Physician as well as the bestselling author of thirteen novels, which have 
been translated into eleven languages to date, and his Shanghai trilogy has been optioned for 
feature films. His novels have delved into topics such as superbugs, the opioid crisis, prions, DNA 
evidence, pandemics, vaccine hesitancy, and patient abuse. Daniel has appeared on/ in ABC, 
NBC, CNN, The National Post, and Entertainment Weekly.

Darkness in the Light 
Daniel Kalla 
A psychiatrist’s patients are dying—are they suicides related to a new antidepressant, or is 
there something even more sinister going on in the northernmost town in the US? A riveting 
new thriller from internationally bestselling author Daniel Kalla. 
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Publication: May 2022 (Simon 
& Schuster) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): Simon & 
Schuster 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood Carolyn Forde; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

From bestselling author Daniel Kalla comes FIT FOR DEATH, a timely thriller set in the multimil-
lion dollar wellness and diet industry. An illicit diet pill containing a deadly toxin surges in 
popularity in Los Angeles and Vancouver, especially among the eating disordered and body 
builders. Some victims die agonizing deaths, including a young mega-celebrity and influencer as 
well as the co-owner of a popular wellness center. But who’s behind the online marketing and 
distribution of the toxic pills? The daunting challenge of putting the pieces together to unravel 
an international conspiracy falls to a toxicologist and two detectives -  one in Vancouver and 
one in LA -  can they disrupt the flow of this tempting poison before the body count soars?  

DANIEL KALLA Daniel Kalla is an ER Physician as well as the bestselling author of thirteen novels, 
which have been translated into eleven languages to date, and his Shanghai trilogy has been 
optioned for feature films. His novels have delved into topics such as superbugs, the opioid crisis, 
prions, DNA evidence, pandemics, vaccine hesitancy, and patient abuse. Daniel has appeared 
on/ in ABC, NBC, CNN, The National Post, and Entertainment Weekly. 
 

Fit for Death 
Daniel Kalla 
When a celebrity social media influencer dies from an overdose of a toxic diet pill, an 
American and a Canadian detective team up with a medical toxicologist to uncover a dark 
web culture where weight loss is more valuable than life.  
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Canada ) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): S&S Canada  
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Carolyn Forde; Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

First comes love, then comes murder. Lucas Forester didn’t hate his wife. Michelle was brilliant, 
sophisticated and beautiful. Sure, she had extravagant spending habits, that petty attitude, a 
total disregard for anyone below her status. But she also had a lot to offer. Most notably: 
wealth that only the one percent could comprehend. For years, Lucas has been honing a flaw-
less plan to inherit Michelle’s fortune. Unfortunately, it involves taking a hit out on her. 
 
Every track is covered, no trace left behind, and now Lucas plays the grieving husband so well 
he deserves an award. But when a shocking photo and cryptic note show up on his doorstep, 
Lucas goes from hunter to prey. Someone is on to him. And they’re closing in.  

HANNAH MARY MCKINNON is the author of national bestsellers You Will Remember Me (MIRA, 
2021), Sister Dear (MIRA, 2020), Her Secret Son (MIRA, 2019), and The Neighbors (MIRA, 2018). 
She lives in the Toronto area with her family.

Never Coming Home 

Hannah Mary McKinnon 

“[An] entertaining thriller… This amusing revenge tale will keep readers turning the pages.” - 
Publishers Weekly 
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Publication: May 2022 (MIRA) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): MIRA 
German: Piper Verlag   
Poland: Świat Ksiazki 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Nadine Walsh’s summer garden party is in full swing. The neighbours all have cocktails, the 
catered food is exquisite—everything’s going according to plan. But Nadine—devoted wife, 
loving mother and doting daughter—finds herself standing over a dead body in her basement 
while her guests clink glasses upstairs. What happened? How did it come to this? Rewind to 
that morning, where we find Nadine in her kitchen, readying for last-minute preparations 
before she welcomes over a hundred guests to her home to celebrate her mother’s birthday. 
But her husband is of little help to her; her two grown children are consumed with their own 
concerns; and her mother—only her mother knows that today isn’t just a birthday party. It 
marks another anniversary as well. Everyone deserves a celebration. A chance for fun. A chance 
to forget. But it’s hard to forget when Nadine’s head is a swirl of secrets and concerns about 
what might happen tonight when her guests come together. 

AMY STUART is the #1 bestselling author of three novels, Still Mine, Still Water, and Still Here. 
Shortlisted for the Arthur Ellis Best First Novel Award and winner of the 2011 Writers’ Union of 
Canada Short Fiction Amy completed her MFA in Creative Writing through the University of 
British Columbia. She lives in Toronto with her husband and their three sons. Connect with her 
on her website AmyStuart.ca and on twitter @AmyFStuart.

A Death at the Party 
Amy Stuart 
A tense, spellbinding thriller set over the course of a single day as a woman prepares for a 
party that goes dreadfully wrong— think Mrs. Dalloway with a thriller engine of Tana French 
or Lisa Jewell. 
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& Schuster Canada) 
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Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Shelby has always been an anxious person. At a grief support group, Shelby meets a charming, 
young, over-the-top woman Cammie who gives her permission to express herself and her most 
hopeless, hideous feelings. Gibson is almost 40, newly divorced, plagued by stress-induced 
migraines. When he reluctantly attends a friend's birthday party, an attractive woman named 
Cammie beats him at poker, takes him home, and gives him something to live for. 
 
But the trouble with Cammie is that everything out of her mouth might be a lie, including the 
cancer she's just recovered from.  But if you discover someone's life is a lie, how far will they go 
to shut you up? 

ZOE WHITTALL is the author of four novels, including The Spectacular, the Giller-shortlisted The 
Best Kind of People, the Lambda-winning Holding Still for As Long As Possible, and her debut, 
Bottle Rocket Hearts. She has published three collections of poetry: The Best Ten Minutes of 
Your Life, Precordial Thump, and The Emily Valentine Poems. She is also a Canadian Screen 
Award–winning TV and film writer, with credits on the Baroness von Sketch Show, Schitt’s Creek, 
Degrassi, and others.

The Fake 
Zoe Whittall 
From the author of bestselling novels including The Spectacular, the Giller-finalist The Best 
Kind of People and the Lambda-winning Holding Still for as Long as Possible comes the highly 
anticipated new novel, THE FAKE. 
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Publication: Spring 2023 
(HarperCollins Canada and 
Ballantine) 

English (Canada): HarperCollins 
Canada 
English (US): Ballantine 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood & Laura Cameron 
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com & lcameron@transatlanticagency.com 

Unsettling, philosophical and erotic by turns, this eerily prescient novel set a decade after a 
pandemic, but before the removal of mask-and-glove laws, looks at the necessity of human 
contact and the chaos that results from its scarcity. Not all the victims of the pandemic died. 
Some just lost their lives. Now the biggest threat is isolation. Lily has been a hermit since her 
best friend, Sophie, abandoned her near-death just before the vaccine came online. But she is 
forced out of isolation when her editor assigns her a story about the petting zoos, a dangerous 
underground network of places where people go to touch and be touched by strangers. As Lily 
goes deeper into the zoos, and her relationship with the man who runs them, she rediscovers 
herself. But the more she opens up, the more vulnerable she becomes, forcing her to reckon 
with a dependency on human touch that comes at the expense of human connection. 

K.S. COVERT is a proud native of Nova Scotia, who has lived away from the ocean for too long. A 
former journalist she now works in communications. This is her first novel, she is at work on her 
next.

The Petting Zoos 
K.S. Covert 
For fans of literary fiction with speculative and suspense elements—including Blindness by 
José Saramago and Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, and fans of the HBO series The 
Leftovers—comes THE PETTING ZOOS, a debut novel by K.S. Covert. 
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Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com 

On her way home from a party, Alicia encounters River Mumma, a beautiful-but-volatile figure 
who guards gold at the bottom of the Rio Cobre river in Jamaica. She tells Alicia she has twenty-
four hours to scour the city for her comb, which was stolen by a Canadian tourist who, despite 
River Mumma’s warnings, will not give the comb back. The day of the quest, Alicia’s retail co-
workers, Heaven and Mars, unwittingly become a part of her journey, and the three of them 
face obstacles found in Jamaican folklore, such as malevolent spirits called duppies, as well as 
figures from Toronto’s own legends. The trio also comes up against modern non-supernatural 
hindrances such as an underfunded transit system. Reid-Benta delivers the story in humorous, 
pitch-perfect prose, balancing the super natural elements with realism, and sliding in issues of 
cultural appropriation and cultural inheritance.  

ZALIKA REID-BENTA is a Toronto-based writer whose debut story collection, Frying Plantain, won 
the Danuta Gleed Literary Award and the Rakuten Kobo Emerging Writer Prize for Literary 
Fiction. Frying Plantain was longlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and it was shortlisted for 
the Toronto Book Award, the White Pine Award, and the Trillium Book Award. Zalika received an 
M.F.A. in fiction from Columbia University, was a John Gardner Fiction Fellow at the Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference, and is an alumnus of the Banff Centre Writing Studio.

River Mumma 
Zalika Reid-Benta 

Alicia's quarter-life-crisis gets supernatural when a Jamaican water deity sends her on a 
quest.  
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English (Canada): Penguin 
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Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

DAUGHTERS OF THE DEER is based on the true story of acclaimed author Danielle Daniel’s 
ancestors in seventeenth century New France, which spanned from Canadian Newfoundland 
down to Louisiana. In this haunting, ground-breaking, historical novel, Danielle Daniel imagines 
the lives of her ancestors in the Algonquin territories of the 1600s, a story inspired by her family 
link to a girl murdered near Trois-Rivières in the early days of French settlement. Starting in 
1657, DAUGHTERS OF THE DEER is a family story which centers on the marriage between Marie, 
an Algonquin woman from the Weskarini Deer Clan, and Pierre, a French settler from Cognac, 
France. Together they have many children and grandchildren, but their lives and those of future 
generations will forever be impacted by the story of their first born, two-spirited daughter, 
Jeanne. 

DANIELLE DANIEL is a writer, an award-winning children's book author and illustrator. Like many 
Francophones with origins in Quebec, she shares an ancestral link to the people who inspired 
DAUGHTERS OF THE DEER. Her picture books include Sometimes I Feel Like a Fox (winner of the 
Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award and a Best 100 title at the New York Public Library) and You 
Hold Me Up, shortlisted for the 2018 Marilyn Baillie Award, among other honours. She holds an 
MFA in Creative Writing from the University of British Columbia and lives in the traditional 
territory of the Atikameksheng Anishnawbek (Sudbury, Ontario).

Daughters of the Deer 
Danielle Daniel 
A highly anticipated historical fiction debut, and an instant bestseller on its first week of 
publication! 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

As Junie finds adulthood, exploring her artistic talents and burgeoning sexuality, her mother 
sinks further into the bottle while the thriving neighbourhood—once gushing with potential—
begins to change. As her world opens, Junie intuits the opposite for the community she loves. 
Told through the fascinating lens of a bright woman in an oft-disquieting world, this book is 
intimate and urgent—not just an unflinching look at the destruction of a vibrant community, 
but a celebration of the Black lives within. 

CHELENE KNIGHT is the author of the poetry collection Braided Skin and the memoir Dear 
Current Occupant, winner of the 2018 Vancouver Book Award, and long listed for the George 
Ryga Award for Social Awareness in Literature. Knight is the founder of Breathing Space Crea-
tive. She was selected as a 2019 Writers’ Trust Rising Star by David Chariandy. Chelene is work-
ing on a nonfiction book on Black self-love and joy commissioned by HarperCollins Canada. 

Junie 

Chelene Knight 

A riveting exploration of the complexity within mother-daughter relationships and the 
dynamic vitality of Vancouver's former Hogan's Alley neighbourhood. 
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Publication: Fall 2022 
(Book*hug Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 
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World: Book*hug Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

When boys stumble on human remains in a forest in Belarus, the discovery of a mass grave, 
where Stalin’s police murdered thousands, launches events that lead to a controversial deporta-
tion case. Across the Atlantic, a legal battle ensues between elderly Stefan Drozd, a former 
member of Stalin's forces who fled from his crimes, and Leah Jarvis, the young lawyer charged 
with prosecuting his extradition case. Determined to bring him to justice, Leah travels to Belarus 
in search of witnesses. Leah also pieces together her own story: her mother's death, her father's 
absence, and the shadows of her Jewish heritage. Lyrical and wrenching, THE SINGING FOREST 
is a profound investigation of memory, war, and truth. 

JUDITH MCCORMACK is the author of a book of short stories (The Rule of Last Clear Chance, 
Porcupine’s Quill, 2003) and a novel (Backspring, Biblioasis, 2015).  Her work has been 
shortlisted for the Writers’ Trust Fiction Award, the Commonwealth Writers Prize, the 2016 
Amazon First Novel Award, and the Journey Prize, and anthologized in Coming Attractions and 
Best Canadian Short Stories 2014.  She lives in Toronto, Canada.

The Singing Forest 

Judith McCormack 

Named one of the Top Ten Historical Fiction Novels of 2021 by the New York Times. 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood & Chelene Knight 
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com & chelene@transatlanticagency.com 

It's 1859, and the height of the Underground Railroad. Two gunshots break the calm of a sum-
mer evening in Dunmore, a black town at the southern tip of Canada. In the aftermath of the 
shooting, Lensinda Martin, a journalist and healer of the town, finds herself the interviewer of a 
very old woman whose tales push the bounds of what Lensinda is willing to believe. 
 
With sheer proficiency, Thomas braids together unlikely stories of love, survival, and familial 
upheaval, that together echo the nuanced and layered experience of being a Black North 
American. 

KAI THOMAS is a graduate of University of Guelph’s Creative Writing MFA, for which the manu-
script of In the Upper Country was his thesis work. He has worked on the land in various capaci-
ties: building, small-scale farming, outdoor educating, planting trees. His writing stems from 
those experiences. He is Afro-Canadian, born and raised in Ottawa, descended from Trinidad and 
the British isles. IN THE UPPER COUNTRY is his first novel, he is at work on his next.

In the Upper Country 

Kai Thomas 

With an intricately-constructed narrative that weaves together the lives and delicate stories 
of its protagonists, readers of Esi Edugyan’s Washington Black and Colson Whitehead’s The 
Underground Railroad will find themselves mesmerized by IN THE UPPER COUNTRY. 
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US, Penguin Canada, and 
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Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com 

MOON IN FULL, a contemporary coming-of-age story, shines light on the search for truth and 
compassion, and unwinds the deep-seated challenges of finding authentic voice and true 
identity in our complicated era. Marpheen Chann’s journey weaves through housing projects 
and foster homes; into houses of worship and across college campuses, and plays out in work-
ing-class America where he struggles to find his place in a majority white community and to 
reconcile his fears and longings as a young gay man with the devoutly religious beliefs of his 
adopted family. Chann recounts what he has learned, what he has lost, and what he has found 
during his evolution from a hungry refugee’s son to a religious youth to an advocate for ac-
ceptance and equality. 

MARPHEEN CHANN is a writer, speaker, and activist who works to advance diversity, inclusion, 
and understanding in his home state of Maine. He lives in Portland. MOON IN FULL is his first 
book.

Moon In Full 

Marpheen Chann 

Growing Up, Coming Out, Fitting In. 
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(Islandport Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (NA): Islandport Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

A Modern Day Coming-of-Age Story 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Charlotte's father is brown as a coffee bean, while her mother is white as milk. Charlotte is the 
product of their merged genetic material, which is half Punjabi and half English. Her parents 
met in London in the ‘60s, during what they describe as a freak moment of cultural tolerance. 
Their marriage resulted in three kids, all in varying shades of tan. This experiment in diasporic 
intermingling involves two deeply eccentric parents who couldn’t be more different and their 
half-brown children as they the roam around North America in search of the good life. Set in 
times of Reaganomics and perestroika, the story features turbans and tube socks, chana masala 
and Cherry Coke, extramarital tangents, wanton spending, a divorce, at least three family 
grudges, Swanson dinners and plenty of bad fashion. ALMOST BROWN is a hybrid narrative 
about a hybrid family with a father-daughter story at the heart. An expedition into a broad, 
beige no-man’s-land to the border of light and dark. It’s about the repeating patterns of history, 
about lives touched by a past that everyone thought they forgot. In the end it’s about legacy 
and belonging, but mostly forgiveness and love. 

CHARLOTTE GILL is a bestselling and award-winning writer of fiction and narrative nonfiction. 
LADYKILLER, her first book, was a Governor General’s Award nominee and the recipient of the 
Danuta Gleed Award for short fiction. Her next title, EATING DIRT, a tree-planting memoir, is a 
blend of first-person storytelling with science, history and economics and has sold over 25,000 
copies in North America.

Almost Brown 
Charlotte Gill 
If The Royal Tenenbaums met Never Have I Ever in the nonfiction section, this would be it. 
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Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com 

Christi Holmes’ passion for hunting and fishing has made her one of the leading 
outdoors women in Maine. Life after college saw her walk the Appalachian Trail, begin work as 
an engineer, and start to hunt and fish. These two areas, traditionally dominated by men, gave 
her keen insight into the challenges of breaking barriers, overcoming resistance, and creating a 
welcoming place for all kinds of people. As she began her journey as an outdoorswoman, 
Holmes trained her hunting dog and learned largely by trial and error, and persistence. 

CHRISTI HOLMES is a Registered Maine Guide, leads female hunting groups, and has appeared in 
advertising or marketing campaigns for companies such as L.L. Bean, Old Town Canoe, and 
Maine Spirits. She writes an outdoor column for The Maine Sportsman and The Bangor Daily 
News. Holmes now lives in Southern Maine. HUNT LIKE A GIRL is her first book.

Hunt Like a Girl 

Christi Holmes 

Meet the new sportman. 
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Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Toufah won a national pageant for young women in her native Gambia, which the President of 
Gambia, a notorious dictator, sponsored. He summoned her to the State House on several 
occasions, and during one visit, he asked her to marry him. Toufah wasn't interested in marrying 
a man many years her senior, who already had a wife, as well as a reputation for violence. The 
scholarship to a university of her choice as the winner of the pageant was the future she 
yearned for. Enraged by her refusal, he drugged and raped her, and she fled the country in a 
harrowing escape. Toufah is recognized internationally among the top young activists in the 
world, and has now established The Toufah Foundation, which supports sexual assault survi-
vors, and education against gender-based violence. 

TOUFAH JALLOW has told her story to many international news outlets, including the BBC and 
the New York Times. She has spoken before the United Nations, presented at the International 
Criminal Court at The Hague and given testimony at The Gambia’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. She divides her time between the Gambia and  Toronto, Canada. 
 
KIM PITTAWAY is an award-winning  journalist and editor, and the current Executive Director of 
the MFA Program in Creative Nonfiction at the University of King's College, Halifax. Kim is 
represented by Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com.

Toufah 

Toufah Jallow with Kim Pittaway 
“A riveting autobiography. . . .It takes extraordinary courage and vision to induce social 
change in a single lifetime, and Jallow has done just that." —New York Times  
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The Woman Who Inspired an African #MeToo Movement 

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Tara McGuire’s son, Holden, was 21 when he died from an accidental overdose, one of many 
lives cut short during the opioid crisis. He was a sensitive soul, who suffered confusion about 
adolescence, but found his calling and the companionship of kindred spirits in the exhilaration 
of creating graffiti. Along with their art, came a culture of rebelliousness and recklessness, both 
in the property they violated, and in their wild partying, which included the use of increasingly 
dangerous street drugs. Eventually, Holden’s drug and alcohol use spiralled out of control. With 
heroic honesty and searing insight, McGuire opens her heart for readers to accompany her as 
she tries to reconcile with the unthinkable. McGuire turned her grief into a unique annual 
celebration of Holden’s life and art in this all-too-human memoir. 

TARA MCGUIRE’s writing has appeared in magazines, journals, and anthologies, and has been 
broadcast on CBC Radio. For many years, Tara was a morning radio show host in Vancouver. 
Tara holds an Honours Diploma in Radio Journalism from the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology, is a graduate of The Writer’s Studio at Simon Fraser University, and completed her 
MFA in Creative Writing at the University of British Columbia. Tara McGuire lives in Vancouver, 
and is working on her first novel.

Holden After and Before 

Tara McGuire 
A brilliant hybrid of truth and fiction, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a 
devastatingly thorough depiction of a mother's grief. 
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Love Letter for a Son Lost to Overdose 
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Harry is a black boy adopted as an infant by a white evangelical family. He is raised among 
religious fundamentalists in a suburb of Vancouver, Canada, by an American mother who 
chooses colour blindness and cultism over reality. In order to receive love, Harry must do the 
same. Isolated and demoralized, the boy spends his childhood steeped in zealotry, paranoia and 
prejudice. But Harry grows up, and after a lifetime of internalized anti-blackness, he begins to 
redefine his terms and reconsider his history. His journey from white cult to black consciousness 
culminates in a reunion with his biological mother, who waited 25 years to tell him the truth: 
she wanted to keep him. 

HARRISON MOONEY is a writer and journalist from Vancouver. Born to a West African immi-
grant mother, Harrison was adopted as an infant by a white family and raised in the bible belt of 
British Columbia, Canada before reconnecting with his biological family as an adult. Harrison has 
worked for The Vancouver Sun for nearly a decade as a reporter, editor and columnist. His 
writing has also appeared in The National Post, Yahoo, The Guardian, and Maclean's. He lives in 
East Vancouver with his family.

Invisible Boy 
Harrison Mooney 

A memoir of race, religion and displacement. Harrison's account amplifies a voice rarely 
heard: the child at the centre of an interracial adoption. For readers of Educated by Tara 
Westover, Negroland: A Memoir by Margo Jefferson,  and Boy Erased: A Memoir by Garrard 
Conley. 
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Publication: Fall 2022 
(HarperCollins Canada & 
Steerforth Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): HarperCollins 
Canada 
English (US): Steerforth Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Samantha Haywood & Léonicka Valcius 
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com & leonicka@transatlanticagency.com 

With clear language and engaging stories that will appeal to readers of Brené Brown and Mal-
com Gladwell, Choudhury explains how and why well-intentioned people can perpetuate 
systems of oppression, often unconsciously. Using a trauma-informed approach that removes 
shame or blame, he offers us the tools to recognize, take authentic responsibility, and enact 
deep change. In easy-to-absorb chapters, Choudhury interweaves research into the brain and 
studies on human behavior with hard-won lessons from his career of helping organizations and 
CEOs create more inclusive environments. He models vulnerability and mistake-making, sharing 
examples of his own bias-missteps so readers are encouraged into their own racial justice 
journey without judgment. 

SHAKIL CHOUDHURY is an award-winning educator and consultant with 25 years of experience 
in justice, equity, diversity and inclusion work. He coaches executive teams, facilitates inter-
group conflict, and runs trails to clear his head. He lives in Toronto.

Deep Diversity 

Shakil Choudhury 
In DEEP DIVERSITY, award-winning racial justice educator Shakil Choudhury explores the 
emotionally loaded topic of racism using a compassionate, scientific approach that everyone 
can understand-whether you are Black, Indigenous, a person of color (BIPOC), or white. 
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Publication: September 2021 
(Greystone Books) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English, French, & German: 
Greystone Books 
Film/TV Rights Available  

A Compassionate, Scientific Approach to Achieving Racial Justice 
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Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Part memoir, part reportage, BLEED is a scathing indictment of how the medical system 
discriminates against women and robs them of agency, particularly those with conditions like 
endometriosis. Tracey, an internationally published journalist, suffered from endometriosis for 
years, yet was consistently denied a hysterectomy to relieve her pain because doctors did not 
respect her choice to remain child free. Through research, interviews, and storytelling, Tracey 
weaves her own powerful narrative alongside an intersectional analysis of discrimination, 
revealing how medicine systematically gaslights chronically-ill women. 

TRACEY LINDEMAN is a longtime independent journalist, who has been published in The 
Guardian, Fortune Magazine, The Atlantic, TechCrunch, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC), Vice, The Walrus, and dozens of other publications. She loves punk rock, travel, and bold 
lipstick, and speaks multiple languages, including French and Spanish. She lives in western 
Quebec, Canada.

Bleed 

Tracey Lindeman 
A searing indictment of the medical establishment in how it treats diseases of the 
reproductive system. 
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Publication: Spring 2023 (ECW 
Press) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (NA): ECW Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Destroying Myths and Misogyny in Endometriosis  

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman & Chelene Knight 
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com & chelene@transatlanticagency.com 

This epistolary collection is part debate, part dialogue, and part lively and detailed familial 
correspondence between two razor-sharp writers sending notes to each other during a stormy 
present. REHEARSALS FOR LIVING asks what it means to get free over an historic year of Indige-
nous land defense, prison strikes, and Black-led, street-based protests, articulating abolitionist 
and anti-colonial presents and futures. 

ROBYN MAYNARD is a Black feminist writer, theorist and scholar-activist based in Toronto. Her 
first book, Policing Black Lives, is a perennial national best-seller that has appeared on multiple 
best-of-the-year lists and has become a flagship text for its groundbreaking contributions to 
public discourse, as well as a wide assortment of scholarly disciplines. Her wide-ranging body of 
work on policing, abolition, and Black liberation has received a number of prominent nomina-
tions and awards, has been translated into multiple languages, and is taught widely across 
universities. LEANNE BETASAMOSAKE SIMPSON is a renowned Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg schol-
ar, writer, and musician, who has been widely recognized as one of the most compelling Indige-
nous voices of her generation.  She is the author of seven books, including the award winning As 
We Have Always Done. Leanne’s genre-detonating body of work on Indigenous politics and 
resurgence is taught widely in universities across Canada, the US, Australia, NZ and Europe.

Rehearsals for Living 
Robyn Maynard and Leanne Betasamosake Simpson 
Amidst the overlapping crises of a pandemic, ecological disaster, and global capitalism, Black 
and Indigenous feminist theorists ask one another: what do liberated lands, minds, and 
bodies look like? 
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Publication: May 2022 (Knopf 
Canada) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Knopf Canada 
English (US & UK): Haymarket 
French: Memoire d'encrier 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

SECRETS OF THE SPRAKKAR is a love letter to Iceland, a country Eliza moved to at the age of 27. 
This is a portrait of what it’s like to live, work, and raise a family in a nation where the aspiration 
to gender parity is considered the norm. 
 
Sprakkar is the plural form of an ancient Icelandic word, sprakki, that means extraordinary or 
outstanding woman. Iceland is rightly thought of as one of the best places in the world to be a 
woman. Through conversations with women around Iceland, including a mountaineer, sexolo-
gist, mayor, football hero, and others, SECRETS OF THE SPRAKKAR illustrates what has led to 
this level of parity. 

ELIZA REID is co-founder of the acclaimed Iceland Writers Retreat, former editor of Icelandair’s 
in-flight magazine, and former staff writer at Iceland Review magazine. Eliza's husband, Guðni 
Th. Jóhannesson, took office as President of Iceland on August 1, 2016, and she became the 
country's first lady. In that capacity, she has been active in promoting gender equality, entrepre-
neurship and innovation, tourism & sustainability, and the country’s writers and rich literary 
heritage.

Secrets of the Sprakkar 

Eliza Reid 
A NYT Editors Pick, an NPR Book of the Day and international bestseller with rave reviews 
from Forbes & The Washington Post! 
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Publication: March 2021 (S&S 
Canada and Sourcebooks) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (Canada): Simon & 
Schuster Canada  
English (World ex. Canada): 
Sourcebooks 
French: Michel Lafon 
German: btb Penguin Random 
House  
Icelandic: Forlagið 
Korean: Courrier 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Iceland’s Extraordinary Women and How They Are Changing the World 

Represented by: Brenna English-Loeb, Timothy Travaglini; Contact: brenna@transatlanticagency.com, 

Using the tools of history, politics, and the sociology of culture to expose the state’s investment 
in marriage and to investigate how contemporary monogamy constrains human lives, SEX AND 
THE STATE: BEYOND MARRIAGE AND MONOGAMY, by Rebecca Ruth Gould, PhD, is an ambi-
tious examination of marriage and its discontents. This book examines divorce and family law, 
dating practises, and the norms of biological reproduction as methods of the state’s patriarchal 
agenda. This chronicle of lives crushed by the institution of marriage also fleshes out politically 
and socially viable alternatives to marriage as a legal contract, inspiring readers to ask how their 
lives would be different without government interference into marriage and to contemplate a 
caring society without legal marriage. 

REBECCA RUTH GOULD is a professor of the Islamic World and Comparative Literature at the 
University of Birmingham, and the author of the award-winning Writers and Rebels (Yale Uni-
versity Press, 2016), and editor of The Routledge Handbook of Translation and Activism (2020). 
Her writing has appeared in a wide range of leading venues, including The London Review of 
Books, Kenyon Review, Tin House, The Hudson Review, Wasafiri, and The Gettysburg Review.

Sex and the State 

Rebecca Ruth Gould 
Marriage is such a ubiquitous and personal fact of life that we rarely think critically about it as 
a legal institution that invites archaic laws and governmental mores into our private lives. But 
marriage equality has not yet been achieved. 
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Publication: September 2023 
(Stanford University Press—
Redwood Press) 
Material: Proposal available 

English (World): Stanford 
University—Redwood Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Beyond Marriage and Monogamy 
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Represented by: Fiona Kenshole; Contact: fiona@transatlanticagency.com 

We all love our cats, and we all want them to be happy. But making our cats happy isn’t about 
buying them lots of things. It’s about finding out what matters to them—and this book shows 
you how to do that, with the science to back it up. In PURR, animal behavior expert  Dr. Zazie 
Todd addresses every stage of your cat’s life and offers surprising and effective advice for even 
the most experienced cat owner, including how to enrich your cat's life, reduce anxiety and fear 
around your absence, and much more. Zazie Todd demystifies the feline-human relationship so 
you can form your special bond based on your cat’s unique needs. 

DR. ZAZIE TODD is a social psychologist, certified dog trainer, columnist for Psychology Today 
and founder Companion Animal Psychology, an award-winning blog that shares the latest 
science about our animal companions and evidence-based ways to care for them. Todd has a 
PhD in Psychology and an Advanced Certificate in Feline Behavior from International Cat Care. 
She is an affiliate member of the American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior. Todd's book 
Wag won a coveted Maxwell Medallion from the Dog Writer's Association of America and was 
featured in the New York Times, Slate, and People Magazine. She lives in British Columbia, 
Canada with her husband, a dog, and two cats.

Purr 

Zazie Todd 
Cat people, rejoice! Finally, a fun-to-read yet science-based book about cat behavior that 
explains how to keep your cat healthy and happy. 
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Publication: May 2022 
(Greystone Books) 
Material: Manuscript available 

English (World): Greystone 
Books 
Film/TV Rights Available  

The Science of Making Your Cat Happy 

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini; Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com 

Showcasing a menagerie of more than 150 of his greatest hits as well as cartoons “the Man” 
would not let him do; one of The New Yorker’s most beloved cartoonists, Joe Dator, takes us on 
a personal tour of the creative process, offering bonus commentary on how ideas have come to 
fruition, how one idea has led to another, and the various attempts to get an idea right. With 
deadpan humor, Dator shows how a spark of imagination has turned into a laugh-out-loud 
moment with only a single image and caption, and how other attempts have found themselves 
on the cutting-room floor. A lively, quick-witted behind-the-scenes look at obsession, inspira-
tion, doodles and dreams; with lots and lots of funny cartoons. 

JOE DATOR has been a cartoonist for The New Yorker since 2006. He is a winner of The National 
Cartoonists Society’s 2018 Silver Reuben Award. He also contributes to MAD Magazine and 
Esquire, and has been commissioned to illustrate for such businesses as The Walls Vineyards, 
Bank of America, and Banana Republic. Joe attended the School of Visual Arts, studying under 
Harvey Kurtzman, one of his idols.

Inked 

Joe Dator 
Veteran New Yorker cartoonist Joe Dator shares an extensive collection of previously 
unpublished cartoons as well as his greatest hits: a generous helping of cartoon sausages with 
a peek behind the scenes at how they got made. 

ILLU
STR

A
TED

 

Publication: November 2021 
(Prospect Park Books & Goose 
Lane Editions) 

English (US): Prospect Park 
Books/Turner Publishing 
English (Canada): Goose Lane 
Editions 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Cartoons, Confessions, Rejected Ideas and Secret Sketches from The 
New Yorker’s Joe Dator 
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Represented by: Timothy Travaglini; Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com 

It seems like only yesterday that Claire and Mark were single and free to do whatever they 
wanted. Now, in defiance of their conscious brains, they find that they are married to each 
other and, worse still, parents.  Surely, no other adults are as ill equipped and resentful of their 
responsibilities as these two appear to be? How can they possibly cope with the day-to-day 
trials of family life? WHY DON’T YOU LOVE ME? is about a seemingly dysfunctional sit-com 
family that at the end of the day still don’t love each other. Both long for whatever incompre-
hensible event that placed them here to be undone only to learn that, one day, when it is, their 
lives are even worse. 

PAUL RAINEY is a British cartoonist who has been making comics for decades. In 2015, his 
graphic novel There’s No Time Like The Present was published by Escape Books. He has been a 
regular contributing cartoonist to Viz since 2013. He won the Observer Newspaper/Jonathan 
Cape/Comica Graphic Short Story Prize in 2020 with the strip Similar To But Not.

Why Don't You Love Me? 
Paul Rainey 

Claire and Mark are an ordinary couple struggling with marital issues, depression, work 
burnout, and some unusually bad parenting decisions — or are they? Perspective is 
everything in this fascinating work of reality-bending fiction. 
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Publication: January 2023 
(Drawn & Quarterly) 
Material: Dummy available 

English (World): Drawn & 
Quarterly 
Film/TV Rights Available  

Represented by: Rob Firing & Devon Halliday 
Contact: rob@transatlanticagency.com & devon@transatlanticagency.com 

Professional chef Ashley Schütz and freelance illustrator Ashly Jernigan have combined forces to 
deliver THE FEISTY FEAST. Each feminist icon is paired with a uniquely designed recipe that 
highlights her impact and accomplishments, and colorful illustrations bring the pairings to life 
with a cheerful and distinctive style. Along with the bio and recipe for each figure, readers will 
be treated to suggested recipe pairings from the book and empowering discussion questions to 
ask over the meal. 
 
Schütz’s genius in the kitchen really shines here, with recipes that are both delectable and 
practical, including entrées, side dishes, snacks, and desserts. And Jernigan’s artwork is instantly 
engaging, destined to become a coffee table staple. 

ASHLEY SCHÜTZ a native of California, spent much of her time following culinary school in 
various kitchens around the globe, honing her skills as a private chef, recipe developer, culinary 
educator, and food stylist. ASHLY JERNIGAN grew up in Sedona, Arizona. She holds a BFA in 
Visual Arts and has worked as a freelance illustrator and graphic designer for the last 10 years. 
Her work has been published in 9 Heads: A Guide to Drawing Fashion and Face Fashion: A Guide 
to Drawing the Fashion Face.

A Table Set for Sisterhood 
Ashley Schütz & Ashly Jernigan 
A breathtaking and zeitgeisty cookbook inspired by feminist heroes of the past and present. 
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Publication: Fall 2022 
(Sourcebooks & House of 
Anansi) 
Material: Manuscript available 
May 2022 

English (US): Sourcebooks 
English (Canada): House of 
Anansi 
 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Represented by: Timothy Travaglini; Contact:  tim@transatlanticagency.com 

IF UR STABBY: Who’s positively magical and ready for sunshine, giggles, and sliding down 
rainbows? Not Stabby! Meet the world’s surliest unicorn. Starring the fan-favorite homicidal 
unicorn from “Mother Goth Rhymes,” this full-color collection of richly illustrated dark humor 
comic vignettes explores aspirational themes of rejection, depression, social anxiety, and the 
inevitability of death. MOTHER GOTH RHYMES: Mother Goth invites you into her world of grim 
and gruesome tales that celebrate the macabre with a selection of poems created especially for 
you! Feel your spine tingle with a new look at some old classics, from “Rock-A-Bye Zombie” to 
“Roses are Dead,” these poems explore the dark underbelly of our childhood favorites. Don’t be 
afraid of the dark...it's more fun there! 

Author-Illustrator KAZ WINDNESS specializes in cute and creepy characters and off-beat humor 
for nihilistic, sarcastic kids of all ages. Kaz studied children’s book illustration at the Rocky 
Mountain College of Art and Design, where she graduated valedictorian, and now teaches 
illustration. Kaz is obsessed with dogs, waffles, and all things spooky and witchy-woo-woo. Kaz 
lives in Colorado with her English teacher husband, two sons, and hyperactive Boston Terrier 
named Remy.

Mother Goth Rhymes / If UR Stabby 
Kaz Windness 

In the spirit of Charles Addams, Edward Gorey, and Tim Burton; Kaz Windess's deliciously 
macabre poems and cartoons will leave you with the biggest grin that only gallows humor can 
do. 
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Publication: July 2019/July 2021
(Hermes Press) 
Material: Books available 

English (World): Hermes Press 
Film/TV Rights Available  
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Investigative journalist Sarah Berman uncovers how dozens of young 
women seeking creative coaching and networking opportunities instead 
were blackmailed, literally branded, near-starved, and enslaved. A riveting 
account of NXIVM’s trajectory and Raniere’s rise to power. 

In a debut true crime thriller, VICE journalist Sarah Berman tackles the 
shocking sex trafficking, forced labour and racketeering trial of Keith 
Raniere, founder of NXIVM, and his inner circle. 

Don’t Call It a Cult 
Sarah Berman 

Publication: April 2021 
English (Canada): Viking 
English (US): Steerforth 
Hungarian: Alexandra 
Polish: Wydawnictwo Kobiece 

Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

After a move to the suburbs, newlywed Alice discovers a vintage cookbook 
buried in a box in the old home’s basement. She is captivated by the 
cookbook’s previous owner; Nellie, a 1950s housewife. As Alice cooks her 
way through the past, she realizes that within the cookbook’s pages Nellie 
left clues about her life–including a mysterious series of unsent 
letters. Optioned for film/TV by Independent Edge Films.  

In this bestselling dual narrative novel, a modern-day woman discovers 
remarkable parallels between her own life and that of a 1950s 
homemaker.  

Recipe for a Perfect Wife 
Karma Brown 

Publication: December 2019 
English (Canada & Audio): Viking 
English (UK/ANZ): Legend Press 
English (US): Dutton 
Rights sold: Bulgarian, Czech, 
French, German, Hungarian, 
Italian, Korean, Polish, 
Portuguese (Brazil), Russian, 
Serbian, Turkish, Ukrainian Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Twice when she was growing up, Pauline Dakin and her family 
disappeared. It was only later that her mother revealed they were on the 
run from the mafia. Complete with hit-men, body doubles, and 
undercover agents, this is the story of a childhood steeped in fear and one 
spectacular hoax, manufactured by those the author had trusted the most. 

National bestseller and a winner of the Edna Staebler Award for Non-
fiction soon to be re-released in paperback.  

Run, Hide, Repeat 
Pauline Dakin 

Publication: August 2022 
English (NA): Penguin Books 
Canada 

Laura Cameron: lcameron@transatlanticagency.com 

Instamom heroine Kit Kidding is the leader of the “kid-free forever” social-
media movement founded to normalize the life choices of women who 
choose not to have children. But then she meets Will, a single father. 
When Will invites her to move in with him temporarily, Kit sees glimpses 
of what a life with children could be like. 

For fans of Sophie Kinsella, Always be My Maybe and Waiting for Tom 
Hanks. 

Instamom 
Chantel Guertin 

Publication: Summer 2021 
English, (Canada): Doubleday 
English (US & UK & ANZ): 
Kensington 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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A young couple's quiet, simple existence devolves into paranoia and 
uncertainty after the sudden arrival of a mysterious stranger from the city. 
The man hasn't appeared by accident or chance, but purposefully, to 
deliver alarming, life-altering news… 

Amazon Studios is adapting FOE with Saoirse Ronan, Paul Mescal, and 
Aaron Pierre starring and Garth Davis directing. 

Foe 
Iain Reid 

Publication: September 2018 
English (US): Scout Press 
English (Canada): S&S Canada 
English (UK): Scribner 
Rights sold: Chinese, Czech, 
French, German, Italian, Korean, 
Portuguese (World), Russian, 
Turkish Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

I’M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS seems to be about a young couple in 
the early throes of a relationship. Amidst uncertainty, and questions of 
commitment, they’ve set out on their first road trip, so The Girlfriend can 
meet the boyfriend, Jake’s, parents. The full story isn’t unlocked until the 
very last words are read. 

Produced by Oscar winner Charlie Kaufman for a Netflix Original feature, 
sold in over 20 territories, & named a best book of the year by NPR. 

I'm Thinking of Ending 
Things Iain Reid 

English: Scout Press, S&S 
Canada, Text Publishing 
Rights sold: Arabic, Chinese, 
Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, 
German, Greek, Hebrew, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Macedonian, 
Portuguese (Brazil), Polish, 
Russian, Spanish, Thai, Turkish 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

In her new book, by turns sharp and provocative, Zoe Whittall captures 
three generations of very different women who struggle to build an 
authentic life in the absence of traditional familial and marital structures. 
Definitions of family, romance, gender and love will radically change as 
they seek out lives that are nothing less than spectacular.  

A rebellious young musician reconnects with the matriarchs in her family 
as three generations of women strive for real freedom. 

The Spectacular 
Zoe Whittall 

Publication: August 2021 
English (Canada): HarperCollins 
English (US): Penguin Random 
House, Ballantine 
English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton  
Polish: Legimi 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

This #1 internationally bestselling and award-winning memoir about 
overcoming trauma, prejudice, and addiction by a Métis-Cree author as he 
struggles to find a way back to himself and his Indigenous culture. Now, in 
this heart-wrenching and triumphant memoir, Jesse Thistle honestly and 
fearlessly divulges his painful past, the abuse he endured, and the tragic 
truth about his parents. An eloquent exploration of the dangerous impact 
of prejudice and racism, FROM THE ASHES is ultimately a celebration of 
love. 

From the Ashes 
Jesse Thistle 

Publication: June 2021 
World: Atria 
English (Large Print): Thorndike 
Chinese (Simplified): China 
Translation & Publishing House 
Turkish: Pegasus Yayinlari 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Science tells us that spending time with dogs can boost our mood, 
improve our physical health, and even help us navigate difficult emotions 
such as loneliness, anxiety, depression, and grief. Yet statistics show how 
easily the human-canine bond can break down, with devastating effects—
and misunderstanding our dog’s needs is most often to blame. 

Charismatic Dr. Zazie Todd shows how to make your beloved dog happy - 
backed by science! 

WAG: The Science of 
Making Your Dog Happy 
Dr. Zazie Todd PhD 

Publication: March 2020 
English (World): Greystone 
Books 
Polish: Rebis 

Fiona Kenshole: fiona@transatlanticagency.com 

Clare is on the run. From her past, from her husband, and from her own 
secrets. When she turns up alone in the remote mining town of Blackmore 
asking about the local girl who disappeared, everyone wants to know who 
Clare really is and what she’s hiding. As Clare uncovers the mysteries 
around the disappearance, she must confront her own demons. 

The Girl on the Train meets The Silent Wife in this taut psychological 
thriller. 

Still Mine 
Amy Stuart 

Publication: March 2016 
English (US): Touchstone US 
English (Canada): S&S Canada 
English (UK): Canelo  
 
Film/TV Lark Productions 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Clare is hired to track down a mother and son, hoping against all odds to 
find them alive. But High River isn't your typical town. It's a place women 
run to—women who want to escape their past. Pretending to be the 
victim’s long-lost friend, Clare turns up and starts asking questions, but 
nothing prepares her for the swirl of deception and the depth of the lies.  

On the hunt for a missing mother and son in a town that is drowning in 
deception—Clare may be in her gravest danger yet.  

Still Water 
Amy Stuart 

Publication: May 2018 
English (US): Touchstone US 
English (Canada): S&S Canada 
English (UK): Canelo  
 
Film/TV Lark Productions 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Malcolm is gone. Disappeared. And no one knows where or why. His 
colleague and fellow private investigator, Clare, is certain she can find him, 
as she holds the key to his past. As Clare pulls back the layers, she 
discovers secrets the entire community is trying desperately to leave in 
the past. 

PI Clare O’Dey is on the hunt for two missing persons. Little does she 
know she’s the one being hunted. 

Still Here 
Amy Stuart 

Publication: August 2020 
English (US): Touchstone US 
English (Canada): S&S Canada 
English (UK): Canelo  
 
Film/TV Lark Productions 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Lucky Armstrong is a tough, talented grifter with a heart of gold. After 
pulling off a million-dollar heist with her boyfriend, she's ready to take off 
to the tropics and start a new life. But when he leaves her holding the bag 
for the crimes he committed, she soon realizes she has nothing left except 
a multi-million-dollar winning lottery ticket and the police on her tail. 

What if you had the winning ticket that would change your life forever, 
but you couldn’t cash it in? A Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick 

Lucky 
Marissa Stapley 

Publication: April 2021 
English (NA): S&S Canada 
English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton 
Bulgarian: Ciela Norma Ad 
Korean: Moonhak Soochup 
Polish: Świat Książki  
Portuguese: Editora Record 
TV Film: Hello Sunshine 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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In 1825, in rural Pennsylvania, Emma marries a man with nothing but a 
conviction that he can speak directly to God. His name is Joseph Smith and 
in a few short years, he will found his own religion, gather zealous 
adherents by the tens of thousands, and fracture Emma's life and faith. As 
Joseph's infamy grows, Emma must decide whether to sacrifice his life. 

Exploring the hidden history of the Mormon church through the eyes of 
one woman: Emma, first wife of the prophet Joseph Smith. 

The Prophet’s Wife 
Libbie Grant 

Publication: March 2022 
World: William Morrow 

Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Josephine is obsessed. Or possessed — by unrequited love for a younger 
man who doesn’t promise anything but who gives her a taste of intimacy 
that puts her on the brink of losing her mind. Oscillating between her 
elusive lover and her older former partner, and obliged to tend to her 
destructive, senile mother, Josephine is trapped. 

Calling to mind The Pisces by Melissa Broder and for readers of Days of 
Abandonment by Elena Ferrante and A Separation by Katie Kitamura. 

Possessed 
Jowita Bydlowska 

Publication: October 2022 
World: Dundurn 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

When Sadie and Max are selected as contestants on a reality show, Sadie 
thinks she’s finally gotten her big break and Max sees a chance to step out 
of his megastar father’s shadow. But then they’re paired up for duet week 
and stun the world with their onstage chemistry. There’s just one small 
problem—Sadie and Max can’t stand each other.  

A pitch-perfect holiday rom com about two oil-and-water reality-star 
country singers who must fake a relationship for their careers. 

All I Want for Christmas 
Maggie Knox 

Publication: October 2022 
World: Putnam 
English (Canada): Penguin 
Canada 
English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton  
English (Large Print): Thorndike 

Samantha Haywood & Carolyn Forde 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com, carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Chef Charlie gets hit on the head on the set of her reality baking show and 
loses her ability to taste and smell, critical for her success as show judge. 
Her identical twin Cass is frantically trying to hold her own life together 
back in their hometown. With only days until Christmas, a desperate 
Charlie asks Cass to switch places. A Book of the Month Club pick! 

A Christmas-themed rom-com about identical twins Charlie and Cass 
Goodwin, who switch lives in the days leading up to Christmas. 

The Holiday Swap 
Maggie Knox 

Publication: Fall 2021 
World: Putnam 
English (Canada): Penguin 
Canada 
English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton 
English (Large Print): Thorndike 
French: HarperCollins France 
Ukrainian: Knigolove 

Carolyn Forde & Samantha Haywood 
carolyn@transatlanticagency.com, samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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As the creator of a popular Jewish dating app, matchmaker Dara 
Rabinowitz knows the formula for lasting love—at least, for everyone else. 
When it comes to her own love life, she’s been idling. Until charming news 
anchor Chris proposes they turn Dara’s search into must-see TV… till Dara 
starts questioning if “perfect on paper” can compete with Chris himself. 

From the author of the critically acclaimed The Matzah Ball comes a 
pitch-perfect romcom following a third-generation Jewish matchmaker 

Mr. Perfect on Paper 
Jean Meltzer 

Publication: August 2022 
World: MIRA 
Large Print: Thorndike 

Carolyn Forde & Marilyn Biderman 
carolyn@transatlanticagency.com & marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Rachel Rubenstein-Goldblatt is a nice Jewish girl with a shameful secret: 
she loves Christmas. For a decade she’s hidden her career as a best-selling 
Christmas romance novelist from her family, even as her chronic illness 
has always kept the kind of love she writes about out of reach. But when 
her diversity-conscious publisher insists she write a Hanukkah romance, 
she’s determined to find her muse at the Matzah Ball. 

It's the Hanukkah event of the season . . . and the feud of the century The Matzah Ball 
Jean Meltzer 

Publication: September 2021 
World: MIRA  
English (UK): Piatkus 
English (Large Print): Thorndike 
German: Aufbau 
Hebrew: Dani Books 
Swedish: Bonnier 
Film/ TV: Sugar23 and Lance 
Bass Productions  

Carolyn Forde & Marilyn Biderman:  
carolyn@transatlanticagency.com & marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

A hilarious black comedy about the price of success, and a biting look at 
what has gone wrong with American foreign policy in the Middle East; a 
compulsively readable, yet unexpectedly touching story of one woman’s 
search for meaning and connection. 

For fans of My Sister, the Serial Killer; Where’d You Go, Bernadette; & 
Killing Eve, a hilarious satire about a disillusioned American Muslim 
woman who becomes embroiled in a plot to infiltrate a terrorist group. 

Jameela Green Ruins 
Everything 
Zarqa Nawaz 

Publication: May 2022 
English (Canada): Simon & 
Schuster Canada 
World (ex Canada): Mariner 

Samantha Haywood: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

Frankie realizes her list is what connects all of the incidents and she must 
figure out what's happening before someone else gets hurt—especially 
since one of the names on the list is her own.    

About a woman who writes a list of people she could work to forgive as 
a therapy exercise, and thinks nothing of it when she loses it in an Uber, 
until one by one the individuals become victims of freak accidents... 

The List 
Hannah Mary McKinnon 

Publication: May 2023 
World: MIRA 

Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 
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French/Cree/Iroquois journalist Brandi Morin uses her experience as a 
survivor to shed light on the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls in North America, chronicling her journey from foster kid 
and runaway to an internationally acclaimed journalist seeking justice for 
people who did not survive the violence that targets Indigenous people in 
Canada and around the world. 

Our Voice of Fire 
Brandi Morin 

Publication: Fall 2023 
World: House of Anansi 

Samantha Haywood & Laura Cameron 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com  
lcameron@transatlanticagency.com 

To read Simpson's work is an act of decolonization, degentrification, and 
willful resistance, a breaking open of the self to a world alive with people, 
animals, ancestors, and spirits, who are all busy with the daily labours of 
healing, not only themselves, but their individual pieces of the network, of 
the web that connects them all together. Enter and be changed.  

Finalist for the 2022 Dublin Literary Award!  Noopiming: The Cure for 
White Ladies 
Leanne Betasamosake 
Simpson  

Publication: September 2021 
World: House of Anansi 

Marilyn Biderman: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 

Now a leading organizer and activist on the frontlines of environmental 
resistance, Clayton brings his warrior spirit to the fight against the ongoing 
assault on Indigenous peoples’ lands by Big Oil.   

A gritty and inspiring memoir from renowned Cree environmental 
activist Clayton Thomas-Muller, who escaped the world of drugs and 
gang life to take up the warrior’s fight against the assault on Indigenous 
peoples’ lands—and eventually the warrior’s spirituality.  

Life in the City of Dirty 
Water 
Clayton Thomas-Müller 

Publication: August 2021 
World: Penguin Canada  

Carolyn Forde: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com 


